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RESTRICTED
HEADQUARTERS 85TH INFANTRY DIVISION
AG-21

APO 85, U.S. Army
AG 300.4 2 March 1945.
GENERAL ORDERS )

NO. . 14)

COMMENDATION OF UNIT

Under the provision of Army Regulation 600-55, the following named
organization is commended:

COMPANY “L”, 337TH INFANTRY REGIMENT, is commended for
outstanding performance of duty and heroic action in combat during the
period 1 October to 3 October 1944, in Italy. Ordered to seize and hold a
terrain feature dominating the main supply route of adjacent units and vital
to the advance of units upon its regimental right lank, COMPANY “L”
moved under cover of darkness to successfully take the objective, capture six
machine guns and thirty-eight prisoners of war. Aware of the fact that the
enemy would make a determined effort to re-take the position, COMPANY
“L” immediately prepared defensive positions to mect the expected counter-
attack. After a daylight reconnaissance revealed four German tanks in the
area, two of them to the rear of the company’s position, the resolute men of
COMPANY “L” skilfully maneuvered to capture the tanks before they could
direct their fire upon them and repelled a strong enemy patrol which had
moved in in an attempt to locate their positions. Throughout the following
two days of unending and ceaseless attacks supported by tanks which moved
in under cover of fog to an extremely close range to lay devastating fire upon
them, the grimly determined men of COMPANY “L” clung courageously to
their battered positions. Exposed to the chilling rain whicﬁ swept over the
mountainous terrain and subjected to repeated assaults of increasing ferocity,
the weary men of COMPANY “L” rose time and again from their rain drench-
foxholes to concentrate the fire of all available weapons upon each attacking
wave and meet the fanatic enemy with bayonets and grenades as they swept
ever closer to their positions, sending each thrust staggering blindly back
with increasingly heavy casualties and holding their positions until friendly
units could arrive to take up positions upon their flank. The fighting aggres-
siveness, courage, and devotion to duty displaved by the members of COM-
PANY “L” resulted in the death or capture of at least one hundred German
soldiers and reflected honor upon themselves and the Armed Forces of the
United States.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL COULTER:
WILLIAM T. FITTS, JR.,
Colonel, G. S. C,,
Chief of Staff.
OFFICIAL:

W. H. GREEN,

Lt. Col.,, A.G.D,,

Adjutant General.

DISTRIBUTION “D”
RESTRICTED

“L” CompaNy 337TH INFANTRY

Company COMMANDER

Capt. Huger W. Godbold
Capt. Victor R. Savacool

Executive OFFICER
1st Lt. Dennis J. Stack

First Sergeant, William A. Davis

Communication Sergeant, Raymond A. Heckel
Company Clerk, William Seef, Cpl.

FirsT PrLaToON

Platoon Leader, 1st Lt. Robert A. Foley
Platoon Sergeant, T/Sgt. Elton N. Teel

Seconp PrLAaTOON

Platoon Leader, 1st Lt. Tom. F. Sneary
Platoon Sergeant, T'/Sgt. Drayton E. Norwood

Tuirp PLATOON

Platoon Leader, 1st Lt. Albert J. ]a11§sen
Platoon Sergeant, T/Sgt. Melvin Weiner

Fourta PraTOoON

Platoon Leader, 2nd Lt. Boydell Hoffman
Platoon Sergeant, T/Sgt. Harold H. Holladay

Otuer OFFICERS
1st Lt. Ferris E. Cecchinelli
Ist Lt. Lester J. Studley
1st Lt. Edward S. Maxwell
2nd Lt. Carl E. Seabranch
2nd Lt. Richard P. Carroll
2nd Lt. Albert C. Blackman
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