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COMMENDATION OF UNIT

Under the provision of Army Regulation 600-55, the following named
organization is commended:

COJVIPANY "L", 33TH·} INFANTRY REGIMENT, is commended for
outstanding performance of duty and heroic action in combat during the
period 1 October to 3 October 1944, in Italy. Ordered to seize and hold a
terrain feature dominating the main supply route of adjacent units and vital
to the advance of units upon its regimental right flank, COMPANY "L"
moved under cover of darkness to successfull)' take the objective, capture six
machine guns and thirty-eight prisoners of war. Aware of the fact that the
enemy would make a determined effort to re-take the position, COMPANY
"L" immediately prepared defensive positions to meet the expected counter­
attack. After a daylight reconnaissance revealed four German tanks in the
area, two of them to the rear of the company's position, the resolute men of
COMPANY "L" skilfully maneuvered to capture the tanks before they could
direct their fire upon them and repelled a strong enemy patrol which had
moved in in an attempt to locate their positions. Throughout the following
two days of unending and ceaseless attacks supported by tanks which moved
in under cover of fog to an extremely close range to lay devastating fire upon
them, the grimly determined men of COMPANY "L" clung courageously to
their battered positions. Exposed to the chilling rain which swept over the
mountainous terrain and subjected to repeated assaults of increasing ferocity,
the weary men of COMPANY "L" rose time and again from their rain drench­
foxholes to concentrate the fire of all available weapons upon each attacking
wave and meet the fanatic enemy with bayonets and grenades as they swept
ever closer to their positions, sending each thrust staggering blindly back
with increasingly heavy casualties and holding their positions until friendly
units could arrive to take up positions upon their flank. The fighting aggres­
siveness, courage, and devotion to duty displayed by the members of COM­
PANY "L" resulted in the death or capture of at least one hundred German
soldiers and reflected honor upon themselves and the Armed Forces of the
United States.
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